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Legal principles and rules in most of the Western Nations are in a
state of constant and perplexing flux because of the great scientific
progress and changing social and religious practices. Not since the
promulgation of the series of international legal codes following the
Nazi atrocities during World War II has there been such a challenge
to human values in the areas of sterilization and castration, trans-
sexualism, medical experimentation, organ transplantation, and
euthanasia.

In this monograph, Meyers presents an excellent comparative
review of the current law in the U. S. and Britain, with comments
on the law in other parts of the world.

The chapters on sterilization and castration receive the most at-
tention in the book and are excellent in their comparative legal
analysis.

The chapter on transsexualism is not as satisfactory as those in
the remainder of the book, but this is probably because there are
few cases dealing with the subject.

The author’s treatment of organ transplantation and euthanasia
provides fascinating reading for those interested in the subject. The
legal aspects of both the subjects are of current social concern and
Meyers’ treatment of them is exceptionally well done.

The subject of most interest to the pharmaceutical scientist is, of
course, the chapter on human experimentation. It is less satis-
factory than other monographs on the subject; however, the com-
parative analysis of the U. S. and British positions on the subject is
well done.

Meyers points out that medical experimentation has been prac-
ticed through the centuries since the early days of Galen, yet it has
yet to be clearly recognized legally as a legitimate part of medical
practice, The law on human experimentation, or lack of it, stems
from the fact that there is no set of specific guidelines available to
ensure that human research may go forward on the highest scien-
tific and ethical planes with legal protection for both the subject and
the investigator.

There is almost no statutory law in the area of medical experi-
mentation. None exists in England or Scotland, and the only U. S.
statute which appears to recognize experimentation is the *“‘New
Drug” section of the FDC Act.

Unfortunately, all the case law both in the U. S. and England
that discuss the question of experimentation or are cited in favor
of, or in opposition to, medical experimentation are cases involving
medical malpractice. Two Scottish decisions are the only cases cited
by Meyers that strike a balance between the advance of medical
science and the law of malpractice.

In his conclusion, Meyers deplores the fact that, while so many
private codes governing medical experimentation have been
promulgated in recent years, few of these pronouncements have
found their way into recognized legal expressions of the courts
or legislatures.
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Taken as a whole, the Meyers monograph is a worthwhile
contribution to the medico-legal literature.

Reviewed by William C. Roemer
Academy of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Washington, DC 20037 ]
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